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Nakk| the Best a Habit.
jr IWANIS has pledged to raise $10,000 for
It the support of Washington Boy Scouts.

They will do this the first half of April. If
ydttr boy is a Scout, you know all about it. If he is
too young to join, you want a vigorous organization
ready when he is Scout age. If you have no boy,
you prant the 'sons of others to have Scout advantages..

Everyone who understands the Scout organizationand what it does for boys that no other
ca# do, that fathers and brothers cannot do, that
even the Y. M. C. A. and summer camps cannot

<kC is a Scout enthusiast. It is only necessary to
know, to want to give something to help.

The support fund has to come from voluntary
subscription This is one thing that makes it worth
wMe. This organization is not a charity; it is
not government supported; it has not the remotest
dcpient of politics; it is purely and righteously
democratic; it comes from the folks and belongs
to them for their boys. »

The most interesting and worthwhile animal
in the world is a boy. He is also the greatest
problem and yet is the simplest of all human beings.The problem is how to develop the best that
is -in him and submerge the bad; to make good
automatic, and the bad an impossible effort.

The Boy Scout organization does this and
much more. It does it through the boys themselves
in * code of honor. Under this the boy is pledged
to do his best and when he does this systematically
with his fellows, it becomes a habit All the rest
is wrapped up in that one first pledge and it could
'well stop there without enumeration.

More than this, a boy likes to do his best.
Thit is natural to him. The one power that' is
inkern is concentration or initiative. Watch any
baby and see the proof. Frequently this is largely
destroyed in infancy, and it is the Boy Scout work
to "revive it, to make it dominant, to make it a
habit by fostering it through those activities and
team work which are most attractive

It takes the place of the "gang." If you ever
weir a real boy, or had a chance to be a real
bo*. you belonged to some "gang." Give the boy
of 'today a chance to belong to the right kind of

in- a city which otherwise, like all cities,
provides only the wrong kind, and when asked, or
if not asked, chip in to this Kiwanis fund.

ssi

»> The Louisiana lottery was much wickeder
(fan the stock exchange. You see, it gave one
1"chance to win; and that made it gambling.

* Jtpu Not a Unit.

THE mentality of the Japanese may be very
simple. At least it would seem to so tag that

of the American people. Japan is now spending
one-half her total revenues in military and naval
armament. For the same purpose, the United States
spends but a tenth of its total income.

Yet the Japanese minister of naval affairs
says that his country's naval program looks or.ly to
protection from her enemies, or possible enemies, in
the Far East, among her neighbors. Who can
these be? China has no navy worth the mention,
nor has Russia. All the rest of the East is includedin the possessions of Europe and America.

It was recently announced from Japan, with
seeming authority, that she would fortify her Pacific
island possessions. Against whom, or what? Will
these include those acquired through league mandate
from Germany? If so, what of the recently announcedmandatory rules framed by the league
council?

These provided that none of the mandated
islands should be fortified nor closed to foreign investmentThere should be the policy of the open
door and complete regard for the good of the
native population and the. develpment for their ad
vantages in natural resourced for their benefit.

Possibly Japan does not mean to include in her
program these former .German possessions. But in
all events the people of Japan, just the folks, are
arousing themselves to the "financially suicidal policy
of any race in armaments. If their government
does not have an aggressive policy, it certainly has
no possible eStcuse for fearing one on this side'of
the.Paci£c. Her people know this and the greatest
hope lies in this new Japanese assertion of a rapidly
developing public opinion aimed not here, but
agafcut her own militarist leaders who h^ve always
heM her fate in their hands and completely controlledher policies.

A President has his little troubles, but
very time he makes an appointment he silences

if, least one critic.

A Riffct aW a Wraag Way.
OADS-*good roads.are the . prime, modernjC essential o( a State's economic development

B<n there are right ways and wrong ways of ge^ingtbetn. It is the automobile and motor truck that
kavs made the necessity. These sam« agencies
haV« increased their value a hundredfold.

; These same agencies, also, wear them out and
so Wiould pay for them. A motor car is useful and^ect^omical in proportion to the excellence of the
roMls. They tear any dirt road to pieces. Even
wandam costs more for maintenance under their
deductive agency, than ordinary taxation can pay
forj while it is proved that the saving in upkeep,
majateaaacr, load and life of motor cars will pay
forTiard surfacing.*

So it is that Minnesota has voted to issue $100,000,000of bonds to be expended in a series of
years for a system of State highways. The mile
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age is apportioned among the counties and these
roads are to be perpetually maintained by the State.

Every dollar of the principal aad interest of
these bonds, and all maintenance charges will be
paid by a special tax on motor cars m lien of the
personal tax. These cars need the roads; they
wear out the roads; they will pay for them, while
all they pay will be saved twice over, and more,
by the owners in the difference in cost of operationand usefulness of their cars.

On the 'other hand, Arkansas is undertaking to
build a helter-skelter road system by direct tax on

land. The land gets the least benefit, the cars the
most. Vut acreage is not owned by car owners.

Therq are miles of unsettled territory and very
many struggling settlers. Most cars are owned in
cities.

TW tax threatens confiscation and work is beingstopped by force. It is almost civil war brought
on by an unwise law with a good motive, but
framed to tax those least interested for the benefit
of those most interested, and of those who will get
the contracts.

' When Lansing finishes his discussion of the
Big Four, Wilson might coine back with a

series entitled: "Secretaries of State I Have
Known."

Germuy's Refusal to Pay.
fER^fANY'S reply to the demand that she
V I pay 20,000,000,000 gold marks by May I,
is that she has already paid this amount. This paymentis required under article 23s of the treaty,
during 1919, 1920, and the first four months of 1921.
Out of it the expenses of the armies of occupation
were to be paid and part could be used for such
food and raw materials for the Germans themselves
as the allies might judge essential to enable them to
pay the total reparations.

But the chief object of the payment was to
erable the allied countries to restore their industrialand economic life pending the full determination.of their'claims. It was to be a preliminary
cash payment for certain specified uses. It was independentof any other provisions, or obligations, or

> payments, or credits under the treaty.
But the Germans now, at the last date of liability,undertake to offset against it, the value of

ships surrendered at padded prices the allies claim,
and certain other materials. They also would includeall the public buildings and property in ceded
territory, and estimate its value at 5,500,000,000 gold
marks.

The treaty provides for a credit for this propertyagainst the final reparations allotments made
to the country gaining ceded territory. But this is
a part of the completed total payment and does not
in any way modify or concern this preliminary partialpayment with its fixed and dcfiiyte purposes."

The allies also claim thf» German estimate of
value is double the real value, as in the case of
ships. Naturally neither would be too low, nor

lower than it was possible to make them. The
allies concede certain payments on the total sum

during the periods specified in article 235, but place
the balance due at around 12,000,000,000 gold marks.

Related to this German plea of poverty and financialmartyrdom are the reported operations of
Stinnes and htf associated group. Stinnes is the
iron, coal and shipping king of Germany. He is
classed as the most regal profiteer of the war period
and no one pretends to even estimate his wealth.
It is claimed from reliable sources that this group
has bought up the leading mining, coke and steel
industries of Austria.

They have recently secured control of the greatestelectrical industry of the Italian Tyrol, formerly
Austrian. They have their agents prospecting in
Russia ready to buy, as soon as there is a governmentto buy from, or under. Germany has no

money for reparations, but she has apparently limitlessmeans for industrial entrenchment in these foreignborder lands.
She is reaching out for her old control on which

her war strength so largely rested and upon which
must increasingly rest her future war making power.
Given these industries and the Silesian mines, she
would in a'feW years 'be back, a menace to world
peace and far superior to France in war power.

Francois operating on the theory that a
cow that can't give milk should at lea^ be willingto provide beefsteaks.

"Get Bergdoll."
SECRETARY WEEKS has declared tbat he will

get Bergdoll if it is humanly possible. It certainlyis possible. The United States is still in a
technical state of war with Germany, and if the extremeis required, Bergdoll's surrender as well as
the release of the two members of our army who
undertook to take him from German soil, can be

* a part of any peace terms.

Bergdoll is not a German. He was 'born an
American. The German rule that that government
recognizes no change of allegiance, does not apply
to him. Once a German, always a German in citizenshipdoes not fit his case. He is merely an

escaped American convict.
To get to Germany, he secured a forged Canadianpassport, which involves Great Britain, if she

choses to act, though she is under no obligations
to do so. However, only if this government chooses
to forget, is it possible for Bergdoll to escape servinghis full sentence in an American prison?

It is not apt t* forget and still less apt to be
permitted to do so. The American Legion has
made this case its own. It has determined Bergdoll
shall not live at ease, glory over his escape, defy
this government he refused 'to support, and revile
this country. He will be returned sooner or later
and wilt get a part of his deserts, as he is also
liable to extension of sentence for his escape.

In the meanwhile, those who helped him escape
should not be neglected. They are worse than he.
Any American who would help a Bergdoll to flee
justice, deserves to lose his citizenship and to occupya cell with him.

King Constantine has called three more
classes to the colors, to dispute the Turks'
Landon title to Smyrna. He promised Greece
peace but "there ain't no such animal."

" If President Harding's hobby is really
helping the down apd out, say the Democrats,
how can he justify helping swell their ranks
with the now up and in? ;v

*

As ,wc understand it. Judge Landis it expectedto throw the ball in the first game and
throw the hooks in the first crooked player.
A pessimist thinks onty of the bills that are

passed; an optimist remembers the thousand*
that are killed in committee.

A

DB WOLF HOOPER TALKS
""

OK WORLD AFFAIRS.
The' first thing that strikes one

about De Wolf Hopper, world famouacomedian. Is his slse. He U a

biff man, physically, with a deep
voice and a personality vibrant with
vitality. Outdoor sports, all his
life, cave him his vigor, be says.
As a boy he followed baseball and
swimming.- Of late years he has obtainedmost, <gf his recreation in
motoring. s

The next impression is his admirationfor big ,>eopU*, the men

and women ofv the world, who do
and have done things. Equally iir-
portent, snd perhaps before his admirationfor the dominant individualsof the world, one might put his
devotion to his own calling, the
stage. Then comes his loyalty to
New York.'the greatest city In the
world." he calls It.
Speaking of the stage he *says

that there is no calling in the world
which gives one more immediate and
satisfying gratification for what one
does than the theater.

"Call it personal vanity that the'
actor ha*, if you will," he says, "and
he must have, some self-esteem to
succeed in his profession. But there
is no balm of Gllead like thie auricularappreciation one gets after
having concluded a good piece of
work behind the footlights. It is
spontaneous, ft is immediate. This
applies to the post-prandial speaker,
the orator and the lecturer as well.
The others must wait, and often
never receive Jt."
Hopper has the highest appreciationfor the geniuses of his own

profession. Booth was the greatest
tragedian that ever lived, he says.
Joseph JeffeSBon the greatest comedian.and Saralt Bernhardt.well.
she is "the divine Sarah.'**

"I shall never forget to my dying
day the time that? I first witnessed
her In a performance." said Hopper.
"She kissed her hand to me."

FIRST SAW BERNHARDT
I* LONDON IN 1N92.

It was in London in 1S92 that!
Hopper first saw Mme. Bernhardt.
She had appeared in "La Tosca"
and he was so impressed with her
interpretation of that role that he
determined to see her in "Camille,"
which she was to play the next
night. His time in England was
limited, but he felt that he must see
the great tragedienne again.

"If she could play "Camille" as
well as "La Tosca" then I knew that
she had command of the entire
gamut of human emotions," he declared.
The manager said that Bernhardt

would play her best that night, and
that Hopper should have the Royal
box.

"It was superb," said Hopper. AAt
the last, when Camille dies, everyonein the house felt that he wa*
actually in a fleath chamber. And
when Camille died.well, we knew
that she was dead. One forgot the
theater, one forgot the scenery, one
forgot the audience. You could hear]
a pin drop anywhere in that great!
house. I felt that there was the]
woman whom I had grown to knowjduring the play and to love.and
she was dead.
"For about five seconds there was

a death-like silence. There was no!
reaching for hats and wraps as is'
usual in a theater at the close of a|performance. Everyone was enthralled.And then came the applause.andwhen Madame Bernhardtand the company appeared on
the stage in the last ensemble.for
the audience had to have some demonstrationin order to feel that she
was not really dead.then came the
applause, like the thunderous waves
of the sea.
"And at the very end Madame

Bernhardt looked toward the royal
box and kissed her hand to me."
Years after Hopper met Madame

Bernhardt i.i New York and she recalledthe incident, much to his surprise.Since then he ha* seen her
play and met her many times, but
he never forgot that first time In
l*ondon.
Although Hopper is a comedian'

he prefers dramatic roles and likes,
productions in which there is a*
real plot. He feels gratified that
"Erminie." in which he is appearing1
this week at the National affords
opportunity for some characterization.
Asked what he thought of WoodrowWilson as a world-figure, Hop-,

per said: "I believe that he is an
idealist. Of course, as an actor,"
he said, "it is not within my provinceto criticise the statesmen of
the day."
Hopper is a staunch admirer of

Theodore Roosevelt.
"I truly believe," he said, "that

we would, have had the greatest
American since Washington and
Lincoln if we could have a combinationof Roosevelt and Taft.Rooseveltwith his sterling qualities, and
Perhaps a little too much aggressiveness,and Taft with his calm and
s%rertity and grasp of wdrld affairs."

F. w. a.

Weeks' Approves Drive
For Relief of Ireland

NEW YORK, March 30..Secretary
of War Weeks today expressed his
his friend, Joseph H. Beckwith, filed
mittee for Relief in Ireland drive
for funds. He wired the committee:

"I wish you the greatest success
in your drive to obtain funds for
the relief of distress among the
women and children of Ireland.
America should never be deaf to
the appeal of suffering humanity.

Road Seeks to Cut Pay
Of Unskilled Laborers
CHICAGO, March 30..Hearing of

rae amplication of the New York
Centra* Railroad for permission to
cut wAas of unskilled labor was
started \ before the United States
Railroad Labor Board today.
Reduced cost of living and the

financial condition of railroads were
giveq as reasons for the request.The New York Central Js the first
big road to go before the board with
a wage-cut proposal.

Court Bars Picketing.NEW YORK, March 39..An injunctionrestraining the Amalga,mated Cloth In* Worker* of AmerorInstigating a
strike among Its employe* was
granted today to Schwart A Jaffee.
clothing manufacturers. The order*.Issued In Brooklyn by Justice Van
Stcklln. named President Sidney Hlllamat the workers specifically. The
manufacturer, ftet a strike with the
adaption of the open shop.
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PRAISKS HKRAI.D EDITORIAL.
To tbe Editor. The Washington Herald:
On betoal. of the Washington

Chapter of the American Associa-
tion of Engineers and of the or- j
ganization in general, we desire to
express our appreciation of the edi-
torjal in The Washington Herald of
Monday. March 21, entitled "ScientificAdministrators."
You have put into concise form

the ideals of the members of this
association, which, through Its vari-
ous clubs and chapters (including
in all 25.000 technically trained'
men), has been endeavoring to
arouse in the public consciousness
the need of utilizing the services of
scientific administrators for the
higher, as well as the lower, administrativepositions.

It is a loss, not merely to the profession,but more than this, to the
public service, to permit the continuanceof a policy which subordinatesthe judgment of these highlytrainedand experienced men to that
of* political appointees, placed in positionsof great responsibility and
who confessedly must learn from
their assistants, not merely the detailsof the work which they are
supervising, but more than this, the
broad bearing, the policies and the
results which may flow from followingone course or another.
A newly appointed bureau chief,

coming from private life, has little
or no conception as to the farreaohIbkresults which may flow from
action on his part in connection
with the widely spread affairs of
the national government. Without
the advice of his trained assistants
he may be practically helpless and,
even with their advice, for many
years he is unaUc to judge for himselfas to whaWwill be the effect
either of following this advice, or

of modifying it to suit the immediateexigency. It is as though he
were seated in front of a desk with
innumerable push buttons radiating
to all parts of the country. He does
not know whether by pushing one
of these, he will summon a messenger,a stenographer, ring a fire
alarm or precipitate an explosion.

In this connection, also. It may
be wise to emphasize the fact that
the reason that technically trained
men have not been placed in responsiblecharge of the scientific bureausof the government is due
largel^ to the indifference of the
engineers and of the scientists
themselves. They have never made
well sustained efforts to have such
men placed in responsible positions.They have tried to adopt
what they have considered a dignifiedattitude, fearing to compromise
their position by being Involved in
poltlcs, forgetting That after all.
"politics is applied patriotism."

It Is one of the efforts of this
association to try to arouse the
comprehension of this vitally importantmatter in the minds of engineersand scientists throughout
the country, so that not only they,
but the public In general -will benefitby bringing to .bear such proper
pressure as may secure the appointmentto positions of administrators
of scientific work, of the best technicallytnained men available.
Your, contention that "there Is no

dearth of able administrators who
are technically trained" should be
seconded by every scientific and
technical association and be urged
on each and. every occasion.
Very truly yours.

F. H. NEWELL.
Past President, A. A. E

H. D. APPLEBY.
President. Washington Chapter.

A. T- KOEHLER,
District Secretary.

March 25, 1121. v

DKFKNDS PUBLIC CRITICISM.
To tbe Editor. The Wsshlaftoe Herald:
The sincerity of your correspondentwho deplore* criticism of thaj
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t Letters to 1
President impels the writer to advancea few morsels of food for
thought which, it is hoped, will assistin our return to the sound principlesof the founders of this great
republic.

First, sovereignty rests In the

Opinions
of Other I
Ed i t'o r s

Brief Comment From
Leading Newspapers
Throughout Nation

<'oloMhtaa Treaty.
< Bostoa Tnurript.)

The administration forgets that
the fundamental question involved
in this latest attempt of Colombia
i° *''ld "p ,he United States for
$25,000,000 has twice been the subjectof national referenda. In each
case the verdict of the people has
been again»t Colombia, upon the

f.T°.UI^ t^a,.the Colombian demand

L«* aaa aaa° d Sl*te* purchase for
Ks.000,000 the good will of Colombiawas not well founded Beforethe new administration is permittedto reverse the verdict of the
American people the Roosevelt Senthatthe whole matter

Senate
thrf«hed out in open

(New York Tribusr »
In defiance of most primary hu.

, nv.,*1d constitutional right's Colombiahad refused to consent to an

th^on^hmpnt for <"*«' >- "»nal
through Panama." when it was obviousthat her veto, jf effective. meant

e*1"' would be dug through
n.r 7ifUa" Panama, her whole fu'U\ua menaced with destruction.
un ( "T Waa her rlKht- »"<« set
up an independent republic, which
ouIk?°""»»ent 3us,lv recognised.

is " record of honor, not of
dishonor. To acknowledge the sul«klof Colombia's title to theIsthmus was to do cruel wrong to
the people of Panama.was to approv*the principle of conquest and

Uo£° mn th" °f w,f-drt«r®'naIDulatb

Herald.)

»kA1? ,until that treaty is ratified
c£iomhittd su,p® is not rl<t»>t. True.'Colombia was trying to extort every
dollar It fcould out of this country
for the privilege of building the
Panama Canal: but that did not
Justify conniving at a rebellion
which grot thla country the privilegewithout giving Colombia a
cent for it. And certainly it did
not Justify this country's persistentrefusal to grant Colombia's
plea to let the issue go to arbitration.President Harding was emphaticallyright in urging the Senateto ratify this treaty and rid
the nation's conscience of the shame
of a deed which it can never be
proud of.

(Chicsfo Tribune.)
In the matter of the Colombia

payment, enter explanation No. 3.
To wit: the Japanese explanation.
It is now mysteriously rumored that
we ane paying to keep Japan out
of Colombia. We do not reject explanationNo. J. We do not reject
it« predecessors except that we say
If the Senate has any hope of purchasingthe favor of Latin America
for $2^,000,000, paid to ths present,
Colombian government, our august
body needs a guardian.

.By Darling |

» !
I
|

Wto«

t Mt Hll Ern

"v y\

! Mtskt »<

I09I
' t la A call. I

TheHeraja.
people who place the President in
the office of Executive. There is by
ithis election no surrender of sov'
erfigvty; and it is by public opinionland sincere criticism that the peopleprotect that sovereignty and
prevent usurpation by any of their
public officers. Of course. rxtrem.:cases are met by impeachment proceedings.but the assumption of
power* that are Inherent are directied and controlled by the integrity
of the incumbent and the vigilance
of the people. So much for the
right of the people to criticise anyj public officer from the President
down to the lowest of our agent*
As a citisen. then. Mr Harridan

must not be attacked for availinghimself of this inalienable right
guaranteed by the Constitution
as amended- before Massachusetts
would ratify It. If your correspondentfound anything in the criticism
which warrants prosecution let him
(or should it be her?) bring it torwardor refer it to the Departmentof Justice for appropriate action.
Instead of asking "Why should a
man like that he allowed to pub;iish such criticism?" he should dailythank God that freedom of the pres.-*is not entirely a meaningless phraseThe incident which gave rise tothe criticism, in the opinion of the
writer, mas a blunder on the partof the executive officers in commandof military and naval forcesin Massachusetts which never againshould occur In connection with thecelebration of such a memorableand traditionally real Americanevent as the evacuation of Britishtroops from Boston. United Statessoldiers and sailors should havebeen at the head of the processionHeaven forbid that they ever be reported"missing" again so long asthe country remains to "True Amer*ican Citisens."
As a native American and a loverof republican form of government,the writer has no alternative tohighest regard for and deep sympathywith any peoples eager toestablish their government similarto our own. Your correspondent isin the same position for he rightlysays: "The Irish cause is Just, asmost of us know, and we believethat the Irish should be free and independent."However, we part companywhen he vituperates the Irishand charges that they "have beentrying to excite the Americans andEnglish to take up arms againsteach other."

L O. ST. CLAIR.
APPROVES TAX EDITORIAL.

To the Rditor. the WashingtonHerald:
I wish to speak my gratefulthanks for your leading editorialon the tax revision In this morning'spaper. There Is ao much saidon the other side that It based onmisunderstanding of the affect ofa sales tax. and such a deluge ofletters comes In to the averaceCongressman that I am extremelyanxious about the results duringthe coming session.
Last session it would have beenput through on the Midlers' bonusbill, but after It was reported bythe sub-committee, we defeated thesales tax proposition In the caucusIt Is Intended more particularly as

a brief survey of the. subject. Idesire to suggest alternative proposalsat the beginning of the nextsession, providing excess profits taxIs repealed. However, I desire the
proposal of the substitute should
come from those who demand the
repeal of that tax and that would
give us the chance to discuss the
subject on their own proposal.
This Is written persons»ly| but

to thank you for what I believe 1®
the only editorial this far oftared
In the District papers, opposing tbe
sales tax.

I Very tmly yours.
JjUffn A- r**AJC

Washlagtaa. *arcb M.
*

Tkaniar. Marrft 9U IK!.
E»«l»iW Drpanarat Associationof the oAcc of the Chief

of Engineer*. Wnr Department,
annual banquet. Hadleigh. thts
evening. 7 o'clock. Addresses will
be delivered by Secretary of War
Weeks. Chief of Engissers Lm*
lac H. Beach. Engineer CommissionerKuts and Col. Clarence <>.

Sberrlll. military aid to the President.
acid soil makes wild
PLOWKRH CROW fw GAEOK1. j
wild flowers like add soil and

they will grow la the backyard
garden if the earth is like that la
which they naturally grow. Dr. Ed

*arT. Wherry of the Department of
Agriculture, told the Wild Flower
Preservation Society at it# meeting
at the Wilnon Normal School CommunityCenter last night.

"It has been found that, contrary
to tha opinion often held, the reaction«»f a noil appear* to be very importantin determining what plants
can thrive In a given place." he ssM
"Dr. F. T. CovlUe has shown, for
instance, that It is poaaible to domesticatethe wild blueberry, the
trailing arbutus, and other planta of
the Heath family if care is taken to
ke*p the noil add. Tests of the
soils supporting plants belonging to
this family In many localities In the
Northeastern States have shown
that they, with few exceptions, favorsoils of moderate t« high aridity.Other families of plants which
have given interesting results In
this connection sre the f»-rn*. th#»
orchid*. the saxifrage* and nedums*
and the gentians. Some of these
require acid soils and others need
esrth of alkaline resrtion."

Acids can be recognised by their
sour taste. If concentrated enough,
but a much more delicate means of
detecting them consists in the use
of indicators, thst is. dyes which
change their colors when mixed
with acid solutions, he explained
The most familiar of these dyes is
litmus, which becomes red when
arid is sdded. snd blue when sn
slksll. the opposite of sn ndd. is
added In rerent years the Departmentof Agriculture has perfected a
series of Indicators which show
chararteristic colors with different
degrees of aridity and slkalinitv.
Dr. Wherry has applied the** to the
study. In the field, of the soil reactionscharacterising the growth of
many wild flowers, shrubs snd
trees.
"Do not m-ater your mild-flower

garden with the piped city water."
warned Dr. Wherry. He explained
that the Potomac River, which furnishesthe cltv water supply, drain*
limestone valleys and is quite alkaline.Instead, rain water should
hf collected in a barrel, and kept
acid by throwing in some bits of
partly decayed mood or bark, preferablyfrom pine trees He pointed
out that soils could be made add
by keeping them mulched with halfrottedoak leaves, sphagnum moss,
r-hips of bark, and other such materials.By this mean; it is not
difficult to grow many interesting
species which would die If planted
in ordinary garden soil becausc it
is neutral or alkatNM* *nd usually
too full of clay and lacking in hu;mus to suit the m ild flowers, he
declared.
Many lantern slides of wild flowers.carefully colored in natural

tints, were shown.
I R(il-> I KDKR4I. PHYMt AL
TI>TS FOR % \ I 4TORV

"Physicsl fitness plsys s greater
part in aviation than sny other occupation."declared Maj. I-. H Bauer,
in charge of the Medical Research
Laboratory of the Air Service, in
urging proper licensing of air pilots.
Now that aeroplanes are used, not

lonlv by the army and navy, for mar

purposes but for photography, mapping.coast patrol, forest fire patrol
and by the Post Office Department
for the carrying of mail, and by variouscivilian concerns for carrying
passengers and freight, the flyer
should be examined for physical fitnessas mell as no|# a certificate of
training It is even more important
that the aviator be physically fit
than it is in the case of the nawga,tor or the automobile operator. h«
says. A Federal license based on
the rules formulated by the Allied
Conference on Aviation, and periodic
physical examinations during the
flying career should be required, he
urges.
"Take the question of the eyes,

for example.*' says Maj Bauer. "Th®
ordinary individual is concerned
chiefly with straight ahead vision.
;I» his vision is defective he «aa

wearcorrecting glasses. The avis*
tor should not mear glasses <;ia>sr*
blur the edg* of hi* \ ieual field and
may become broken. lo*t or fogged
The automobilist can keep his eyes
fixed on the road straight ahead'Heneeds to see s short distance on
either side of the road also. The
aviator, however, must he able t«»
see in all directions snd st all levels.
To do this he must turn his head a*
far a* possible and then turn his
eyes to an extreme angle. His visual
fields must be normsl in sise <> be
may pick up images at the periphery
of his fields. There are six muscles
which control the movements of
each eye. These muscles normally
function together in such a may that
the image received In one eye fall*
.on a correspondng spot in the other
eye. with tbs result that me see but
one object."
"K ny one of these muscles is

defective to an important degree,
the image may fall in different
places in the two eyes when the
eyes are turned In a certain direction.with the result thst two imagesof one object are seen and the
man cannot tell which is the correct
ona. Weak ey« muscles are very
common. The ordinary person Is
unaware of It because be looka
straight ahead moat of the tim*
If he looks to the side he turns

!hig head to do ao. But the aviator
has to look in all directions and if
he haa any defect In his eye musicleshe will see double at some time
or other.
WILL EXfAVATI AWC1EXT
PREHISTORIC RIH.
To unearth and reconstruct tbs

Tucks Houso Monument ruins that
were inhabited In prehistoric tlwt»
by the first Americans will be the
object of the field work that will
be undertaken by Dr. J. Walter
Fewkes. chief of the Bureau of
Americas Ethnology of the SmithsonianInetitutioa. this summet^ This
ruin, which Is Just outside the Meaa
Verde National Park, la Colorado,
la near the acene of Dr Fewkes
former wnrk. which resulted In the
reconstruction of the picturesque
Fire Templa, Square Temple Houaa.
snd other struct urea
Yucka House Monument was discoveredIn 1«74 by a party 'of tbs

Geological Survey, of which W. H
Holmea. now of the museum, waa a
member. W. D.
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